A HioTeR Yy oF THE " DeERG7 100 LARGET
~ENVELOPE” OO w STREET-LIGHT BOLB.
JEREMY SKERTTHLY

FOR  ARovvp SO YEARS | AL OF DEREYS TUNGSTEN STREET LIGHTS
“MPLOYED A SPECIAL  [0O waTT (LS BLLB WHICH WAS PECOLIAR AND
INIQULE TO DERBY WHILE MANY REGARDED THIS AS ONLY AN
ORDINARY ¥ LIGHT BOLB , AS OPPOSED 7Jo DISCHARGE f FLOORESCENT
LAMPS, T WAS IN FACT A CUSTONM OR BESPore LAMP, MADE
IPECIALLY FoR DPERBY AND, TO MY kNOWLEDG—E/ NEVER - OCSED ANY
NMNHERE ELSE .,

MOST AUTHORITIES USED [5O W LAMPS IN TUNGSTEN STREET
_IGHT® AND DERBY WAS UNUSUVAL FRoNM| THE OCOTBET IN THAT )T
ALWAYS SFPFECIFIED JOO W LANMPS,

THE ¢ DERBY 007, AS THESE BULES BECAME KNOWN) WERE
=SSENTIALLY A NORMAL [OOW GLEAR GASFILLED SINGLE-COIL GLS
BULB , BUT THEY DIFFERED FROM THE AVERAGE [OOw BULLB IN
HAVING THE LARGE SO mm DIAMETER. BY /O mm LONG~ GLASS
ENVELOPE, NOAMALLY EMPLOYED ON SINGLE-COIL- 50w AND Z00w
LAMPG, NORMAL? [0OW LAMPS HAD A STANDARD 60 mm DIAMETER
ENYELOPE

THIS STRANGE SIZE LAMP CAME. ABOUT SHORTLY AFTER THE
WAR ,  AROLND 1952 , WHEN BULB MANUFACTUORERS BREGAN TO
STANDARDISE ON THE FANMILIAR GO me DIAMETER. ENVELOFE
corR AL BULB SI1IZES OP TO OO wWATTS

ONTIL THIS TIME, EVERY LAMP WATTAGE [EMFPLOYED A
DIFFERENT SIZE ENVELOPE , 4O w LANMPS WERE THE ONLY SIZE
OSING THE 60 mm ENVELOPE, 60w WERE AROUND 6§ munt
AND 00w ARoOOND TO/ 75 mm , THE SIZES VARYING [FROM
MANOFACTURER TO MANUFACTORER .

AS THE NEW? SO mm SIZE OO W LAMPS EBEGAN 7O BE
psED BY DERBY S JIREET LIGHTING- DEPARTMENT SEVERAL
PROBLEME BECAME APPARENT WITH THE NEW ‘Smarl”> BULBS_

FIRSTLY, THE NEW BULBS RAN CONEIDERABLY HETTER THAN
THE oLD LARGER TYPE AND JT WAS FOUND THAT, AS MOST ofF
THE _STREET LIGHT FITTINGS WERE OPEN-TYPE ’LANTERNS, 50ChH
A5 ETLA’s, THE BULBS Wourp BORST  IN THE RAIN, SECONDL)
[T WAS FOUND THAT THE MUCH SHORTER MNECK AND LIGHT-

- CeNTRE-LENGTH (LCr) OF THE ‘NEW” BULBS CAUSED FROBLEMS
NITH THE FOCOSING AND LIGHT DISTRIBUTION OF MANY TYPES OF
LANTERN | ESPECIALLY MULTI-RAY TIPE JANTERNS SUCH AS ESLAS,
THIE RESOLT WAS OFTEN DARK AREAI IN STREETS WHICH ONLY
HAD R orR B STREET LIGHT S AND WHICH HAD, PREVIOUSLY, BEEN
ADEQUATELY /T . THE FPROBLEM WAS OFTEN QUITE SERVERE
CTOPECIALLY AT ISLANDS AND LARGE ROAD JONCTIONS

[N ORDER 70 ELIMINATE THI® PROBLEM , DERBY ENGINEERS
APPROACHED KINGSTON iAMPS OF HOLL. , wHo AT THE TIME
SUPPLIED ALL OF DERBYS BOLBS INCLODING TRAFFIC SIGNAL BULBS
ROOCH SERVICE BOLBS , FPYGMYS & ROLES [OR SCHooLS AND JUELIC BUILDINGS
AND AL THE COLOORED BLILBRS FOR THE CHRISTMAS DECORATION S i

T HEY ENQROIRED |jF 1T WOULLl BE POSSIRLE TO CONTINOE “TD
soppLy THE 100w SINGLE CoiL CLEAR BLLES FOR STREET LAMPS IN
HE €CoLD? LARGER SIZE ; OWING— TO THEE FROBLEMS EXPERIENCED WITH
e “NEW' SMALL BULBS? |
/ [ING-5TON LAMPS CAME EBACK WITH THE REFPLY THAT THEY
oL NG LONGER SUpPLy THE ‘OLD’ LARGE 35IZE BULES AS THEY




HAD SETANDPARDI/ZELD ON 117 INe= Sieb—gy A 2 o —— — 7
FOoR ALl LAMFP WATTAGES UP 7o [OO WATTS

[HOWEVER , THEY OFFERED A FPOSSI1BLE SOLUTION. THIS
WAS 7& PRODUCE (00w BULBS (N THE SO~ym 5iZE ENVELOFE,
WHICH WAS THE STANDARD SIZE FOR SINGLE-COIL (50w AND
200w LAMPS, THESE WERE SLIGHTLY [ARGER THAN THE ORIGINA |_
€D’ 51ZE oF (00w oF ARCOND 70 mm , GUT “THIS WAS THE ONLY
SOLOTION AVAILABLE Dvgr T THE STANDBARDISING— OF PRODUCTION
~ A C
HINEB ANDO/C/)E %f«vﬁ?p’ SAMPLE LAMPS WERE MADE IN TANUARY OF
1952 (6F weiicH | HAVE 3) AND (resTED’ IN SERVICE. |

THE LAMPS PROVED A GREAT SUCCESS , EVEN ‘8577E13 THAN ,
THE ORIGINALS AND TIHVS THE 00w LARGE—IENVELOPE ~ DERBY 00
(00O W BOLB WAS BORN. )

TLESE LARGE [00w BULBS REMAINED THE STANDARD BREAD-
AND-BUTTER ' BULB OF DERBYS STREET LIGHTING- DEFARTMENT FOR
THE NEXT 5O YEARS.

INGSTON LANMFPS GONTINVUED TO SOPPLY BULBS OF AL TYFE

76 PERBY ONTIL THE MID TO-LATE [§70's, INCLODING- THE DERBY I003,
THE KINGSTON BRAND LAMPS WERE ACTVALLY STAMPED "DERBY
CORPORATION? | “DERBY BOROULGH > AND EVENTUALLY FUST <peapy’
VARIOVS OTHER MANUVFACTURERS PROPUCED THE DERBY |00~ BULBS AS
WELL A® IKINGSTON LAMPS , ALTHOOGH ONLY THE JINGSTON LAMPS
CAI/\’R/ED DERBYé' OoWN ‘cosToM STAM P, AMONG— OTHER MANUF‘ACTURE@S:
PRODUCING THE LAMPS WERE LOXRAM\ | CASTLE, CRYSELCO,ENDURA,
MAXIM , WINFIELD, CROM PTON (VERY RARE) AND , LATER. THORN AND
OMEGA .

IN THE EARLY [980%5  DERBY STARTED USING THE =
QULALITY OMEGA CPLUSLIFE? B%AND OF BULLBES FOR \/AZ:/IZS;) 3(%3%5
REQRUVIRING G.L.S5. LAMPS, [NCLORPING PUBLIC BDILDINGS , TOILETS
PHONE BOXES, E1C, AND [T- WAS ONLY A MATTER OF FIME Berors
OMEGA (FART OF THORN) WERE ASKED /F THEY COULD [PRODUCE THE
[LARGE -ENVELOPE 00w "DERBY |00" BULEB IN THE PLUSLIEE

yAS THE STREET LIGHTING DEPARTMENT ORDERED THE LAmPs
LARGE QRUANTITIES y A THOLDSAND OR MORE AT A TIME, THIS WAS

EXCLUE';E& A“/:’/DTf’EOAg)MZ{GEX %ﬁ&gﬁifgy /0O 7 BULBS WERE MADE
WEAI/OLE/: //ggégR?ED' &7 GE. N 1990/197), A VERY FEW LAmMPs
BRAND cojPL_()z—:-er;Eﬁ-fg APE) WERE JMADE IN THE ‘THORN?
WERE 'ACTUALLY [DENTICAL  (n CONriaiNG ) ETC; BOT THESE
PLUSLIFE 'S 3y THE ONLY D/FFERENC% ,BUE:(—:no.N 70 7;7"’E_ OME‘C;-/)

ON THE BOXLB ING- THE "THORN' sTAMP

. G.E. CONTINVE .
SHORT™ WHILE AFTER 7‘7%? TO _FRODUCE PLUSLIFE LAMPS FOR A

BUT WIT] , .
THE QUALITY , HOWEVER /DIM,N,%E;; AANg—- i,) iﬁAmP ON THE BuLB,
JLING-STON BRAND BOLBS . 5 LIKE THE LAST oF THE
AND HAD ALUMINIOA BA"(-E?E CG'E' BADGED ONES WERE INFERIOR_
ALOMINIUM-BASED (= INSTEAD OF BRASS .

EXTREMELY RARE AS |, AGAIN RELA O SOLBS NOW A
Y ELATIVELY FE A= MMA
AFTER APPROXIMATELY n WERE MAUE.

| 1992 No MORE | ARGE - ENVELOPE
%ERB}/ |00’ 100w BLLBS WERE MANUFACTIRED AT ALL, 80T THE)Y

WERE §TILL IN USE , AND CONTINVED 70 BE FOR THE NEXT &-)O
YEARS AS THE STREET LIGHTING DEPARTMENT HAD A VAST
QD UANTTTY IN §TOCK AND  RELATIVELY FEW TUNGSTEN STREET L1 GHTS
ANERE LEFT IN SERVICE TO ULSE THEM OF.

E’ BRAND ONTIL OMEG-A



/IN 1T/ | BOOGHI OF WiriAl o QUK WA2 =i/ (A=Y o) A
O'f fo LAMPS) oF THE “DERBY (00 icow BLLBS FRoM THE STREET
o .,-ING—; PARTMENT . AS | , AND A FEW OTHER COLLECTORS AND
_ANTERN ENTHUSIASTS , STILL USE THESE [N OVR ESLA [ANTERNS,

THESE BuLBs WilL NEVER FE MADE AGAIN AND THEY
ARE A SMALL FPART OF DERBY HISTORY.

ALTHOUGH THEY WERE INTENDED PRIMARILY FOR STREET
LIGHTS, THE (ARGE ENVELOPE ‘DERBY (007 JOO W BOLBRS FOOND

THEIR WAY INTO NUOMERODS OTHER AFPPLICATIONS  INCLODING-
POBLIC TOILETS , SUBSTATIONS AND SWITT CHRooMS , THE CSTRAND?
GHOFPPING- ARCAPE IN DERBY AND DERBEY.S MARIKET HALL aAaND
EAGLE CENTRE (IN (T8 EARLY DAYS),

_ IN ESLA LANTERNS IN FARTICULAIR |, | PERSONALLY FEEL
THE LARGER BLLBS ARE MUCH MORE (N PROPORTION TO THE LANTERN
AND HAVE A MUCH BETTER APPERANCE , LIT-OR ON LIT .

— T THIS DA); MANY OF THESE BuoLb5 ARE 5TIL.. T0 GE
(rooNp IN ALl ORTS OF PLACES INCL-C"D’NG—" COUNCIL. STORES 5
CARETAIKERS AND CLEANERS ROOMS AND GARPENERS 3TORE SHEDS IN PARKS AND
CEMETARIES 3 IN CELLARS AND  ATTICS IN COUNCIL PREMISES AND
TOILETS AND YARDS , ETC, ALL oveR (.PE’/?BVi ’

PLEASE NOTE THAT:. OMEGA ‘PLusSLIFE’ BRAND GuLps G
VARIOVE BRANDS OF LONG - LIFE AND ROUGH -SERVICE 100 WA £2 45
ARE AVAILABLE IN A 68 mm SIZE BOLE,  7HIS 5/,10(;1_97 fypaas
CONFUSET? WITH THE NMOCH LARGER C?Om@ CDERBY 1007 OO W

POLB,

CFLEA;E SHow A PICTURE OF A LARGE ENVELOPE
DERBY 00 w BuLE NEXT To A CNORMALS GM

sow BLLE FORrR CONI)’,A)Q)SO/\D



